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Education 
University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA   2001-2006 
 MS, PhD in Physics 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA    1996-2001 
 BS in Physics, with honor 
 

Awards and Honors 
UCLA Physics Division Fellowship      2001-2006 
Kobe International School of Planetary Sciences Fellowship   2005 
Astronomy Department Outstanding Teaching Award    2002-2003 
IBM Watson Fellowship       1996-2000 
 

Research Experience 
Staff Scientist, NASA Exoplanet Science Institute, Caltech, Pasadena, CA 2008-current 
Post-Doctoral Scholar Caltech, Pasadena, CA     2006-2008 
Doctoral Research University of California, Los Angeles   2004-2006 

Thesis Title: “M Dwarf Planetary Systems” 
Thesis Advisor: Professor Michael Jura 

Graduate Research University of California, Los Angeles   2001-2004 
Research Advisor: Professor Michael Jura 

Academic Part-Time Employee Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, CA 1999-2001 
Supervisor: Dr. Mike Werner 

Summer Undergraduate Research Fellow Caltech, Pasadena, CA  1997,1999 
Research Advisor: Dr. Mike Werner 

 

Teaching Experience 
Adjunct Professor, University of Judaism, Bel-Air, CA    2004-2006 
Volunteer Teacher Team Leader, Crossing the Digital Divide, Los Angeles,CA 2003-2004 
Teaching Associate, University of California, Los Angeles   2002-2003 
Teaching Assistant, University of California, Los Angeles   2001-2002 
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, Caltech, Pasadena, CA            2001  
 

Accepted Observing Proposals 
Principal Investigator/Technical Contact: 
27 hours, Spitzer Space Telescope, MIPS imaging and IRS spectroscopy  GTO-4,5,GO-5 
2.5 nights, Keck Observatory, 10m Keck II, Nirspec Spectrograph  2006-2008 
32 nights, Lick Observatory, 3.0m Shane, KAST + Hamilton Spectrographs 2004-2006 
18 nights, Lick Observatory, 1.0m Nickel, CCD imaging    2004 
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Recent Talks 
 
“How Stars and Planets Form,” 5th graders, Pasadena Unified School District 2008/11/06 
 “MIPS Discovery of New M Dwarf Debris Disks,” Spitzer Science Fair, JPL 2008/10/21 
“M Dwarf Disks,” Cool Stars 15, St Andrews, Scotland    2008/07/24 
“Unveiling Disks Around M Dwarfs,” Stars and Brown Dwarfs Lunch Talk, 
 Caltech       2008/04/25 
“Unveiling Disks Around M Dwarfs,” Exoplanet Science Seminar, JPL   2008/04/24 
“The Peculiar Periodic YSO WL4 in Rho Ophiuchus,” Caltech-Carnegie  
 Postdoc Retreat      2008/04/14 
“The Peculiar Periodic YSO WL4,” Disk Workshop, Caltech   2008/03/20 
“The Peculiar Periodic YSO WL4,” Exoplanet Science And Technology Fair,  
 JPL        2008/02/22 
“The Peculiar Periodic YSO WL4 in Rho Ophiuchus,” 211th Meeting of the  
 American Astronomical Society, Austin TX   2008/01/11 
“Unveiling Disks Around M Dwarfs,” CfA Journal Club, Harvard  2007/10/03 
“New Debris Disks Around Young Solar Analogs Discovered With The Spitzer  
 Space Telescope,” IAU Symposium No. 249, Suzhou, China 2007/10/26 
“Prospecting for Transits in 2MASS and Other Surveys,” NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan 2007/10/15 
“Prospecting for Transits in 2MASS and Other Surveys,” Michelson Science  
 Center Workshop, NASA Ames     2007/07/27 
“New Spitzer Debris Disks Around Young Solar Analogs,” Spitzer Science  
 Fair, JPL       2007/05/22 
“M Dwarf Planetary Systems,” Caltech-Carnegie Postdoc Retreat  2007/04/10 
“M Dwarf Planetary Systems,” Monday Lunch Talks, JPL   2007/02/26 
“M Dwarf Planetary Systems: A Transit Search with the 2MASS Calibration  
 Database,” 209th Meeting of the American Astronomical  
 Society, Seattle, WA     2007/01/10 
“A Transit Search with the 2MASS Calibration Database,” IPAC Science 
 Seminar        2006/10/03 
“Highlights from Protostars and Planets V,” Journal Club, UCLA  2008/11/29 
 “An M Dwarf Transit Search using the 2MASS Calibration Fields,” Solar,  
 Stellar and Planetary Sciences Seminar, CfA, Harvard  2005/11/21 
 “An Odyssey of Near-Infrared Variability: The 2MASS Calibration Fields,” 
 Journal Club, UCLA     2005/11/08 
“See SPOT Run: The Spitzer Observation Planning Tool,” Journal Club, UCLA 2003/11/04 


